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1
BONE GRAFTS AND METHODS OF
MAKING AND USING BONE GRAFTS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to bone grafts, and
methods of making and using the same. The invention also
relates to bone grafts that include collagen Type I and one or
more different types of minerals having different dissolution
properties, and/or one or more sizes. Further included are
kits and implants having the present bone grafts; and meth-
ods of making and using the present bone grafts.

BACKGROUND

Bone generally has the ability to regenerate completely,
e.g., after a fracture but requires a very small fracture space
or some sort of scaffold to do so. Bone grafting is a surgical
procedure that replaces missing bone to repair bone fractures
that are very complex, fail to heal properly, or pose a
significant health risk to the patient.

Bone grafts may be autologous (bone harvested from the
patient’s own body, often from the iliac crest), allograft
(cadaveric bone usually obtained from a bone bank), or
synthetic (often made of hydroxyapatite or other naturally
occurring and biocompatible substances) with similar
mechanical properties to bone. Most bone grafts are
expected to be reabsorbed and replaced as the natural bone
heals over a few months’ time.

Bone grafts are osteogenic if they contain viable cells that
are capable of bone regeneration. The current gold standard
in bone graft substitutes for spine and long bone applications
is autograft (i.e., using the patient’s own tissue), followed by
allografts. Autografts are considered osteogenic, as they
contain a high number of bone forming cells. However,
autographs may have limited availability and they are lim-
ited by donor site morbidity. Also, autografts may require
multiple surgeries. Allografts are limited by the large vari-
ability in performance due to source and processing steps.

There is a need to produce superior bone grafts that are
osteogenic and/or are able to enhance bone regeneration
throughout the bone healing phase.

SUMMARY

According to non-limiting example embodiments, the
present invention provides bone grafts that include collagen
and one or more minerals having different dissolution prop-
erties or rates and/or sizes, to enhance bone regeneration
throughout the bone healing phase. These minerals can be,
for example, in the form of a calcium phosphate, carbonate
apatite, and/or calcium carbonate.

Other example embodiments are directed to methods for
preparing the bone grafts provided herein. Further example
embodiments are directed to methods that include adminis-
tering a bone graft substitute to a mammal by surgically
inserting one or more of the present bone grafts into a
mammal. The bone grafts may be administered for example
by themselves e.g., in the form of a strip, putty, gel and
sponge, or the bone graft may be available in conjunction
with an implant, such as being incorporated therein or
thereon.

Yet further example embodiments are directed to implants
or other devices that include one more of the bone grafts
provided herein therein or thereon. Other example embodi-
ments are directed to kits that include one or more of the
present bone grafts and/or components or ingredients that
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2

may be combined mixed or treated to prepare the present
bone grafts, as well as instructions, devices, implants, tools
or other components that may assist with making or using
the present bone grafts.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Non-limiting example embodiments are described herein,
with reference to the following accompanying FIGURE:

FIG. 1 is a flow chart of an example method of preparing
a bone graft according to non-limiting examples of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention is drawn to bone grafts and meth-
ods for making and using such bone grafts, as well as kits
and implants or other devices including the same.

While the example embodiments are described to be used
in conjunction with healing bone fractures, it should be
understood that these bone grafts may be used for other
purposes and therefore the present invention is not limited to
such applications. In view of the teachings provided herein,
one having ordinary skill in the art would recognize other
applications for which the bone grafts of the present inven-
tion could be used, and would be able to use the bone grafts
and methods of the present invention in other applications.
Accordingly, these alternative uses are intended to be part of
the present invention.

Additional aspects, advantages and/or other features of
example embodiments of the invention will become appar-
ent in view of the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. It should be
apparent to those skilled in the art that the described embodi-
ments provided herein are merely exemplary and illustrative
and not limiting. Numerous embodiments of modifications
thereof are contemplated as falling within the scope of this
disclosure and equivalents thereto.

In describing example embodiments, specific terminology
is employed for the sake of clarity. However, the embodi-
ments are not intended to be limited to this specific termi-
nology. Unless otherwise noted, technical terms are used
according to conventional usage.

As used herein, “a” or “an” may mean one or more. As
used herein “another” may mean at least a second or more.
Furthermore, unless otherwise required by context, singular
terms include pluralities and plural terms include the sin-
gular.

As used herein, the term “mammal” is intended to include
any “subject” or “patient” animal, (including, but not limited
to humans) to whom the present bone grafts may be admin-
istered. A subject or patient or mammal may or may not be
under current medical care, and may or may not have had
one or more prior treatments. As would be apparent to those
skilled in the art, the formulations may be different for
non-humans than for humans.

As used herein, “an effective amount” refers to an amount
of the specified constituent in a composition or formulation,
or an amount of the overall formulation that is effective in
attaining results, the purpose for which the constituent or
composition is provided. Therefore, an effective amount of
a bone graft formulation would be an amount suitable for
achieving the desired bone graft effect in a subject, such as
a mammal (e.g., human) to which the present bone graft is
administered.
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Numerical data may be presented herein in a range
format. It is to be understood that such range format is used
merely for convenience and brevity and should be inter-
preted flexibly to include not only the numerical values
explicitly recited as the limits of the range, but also to
include all the individual numerical values or sub-ranges
encompassed within that range as if each numerical value
and sub-range is explicitly recited.

According to non-limiting example embodiments, bone
grafts may be prepared that include collagen and one or
more minerals, including but not limited to calcium phos-
phates, carbonate apatite, and/or calcium carbonate having
both “fast” and “slow” dissolution rates. The “fast” or
“faster” dissolution rates help bone healing in the early
phases (from e.g., weeks up to a couple of months after the
bone graft has been implanted into a patient), while the
minerals having slower dissolution rates can be present for
e.g., up to two years in the patient after implantation. The
terms fast and slow are relative terms, but are meant to be
relative with respect to each other, and the relative rates
would be apparent to those skilled in the art in the context
of the present disclosure in the bone grafting context. That
is, a skilled practitioner would be able to determine which
minerals may have faster or slower dissolution rates that
may be appropriate in the bone grafting context for disso-
lution at a desired rate.

Therefore, a goal of the present invention is to produce a
bone graft that circumvents limitations of prior bone grafts
by: (1) regenerating bone without the need to harvest bone
from the patient; (2) having a bone regenerating material
with lower variability in osteogenic properties relative to
allograft; and (3) including mineral (e.g., calcium phosphate,
carbonate apatite, and/or calcium carbonate), with or with-
out the optional ingredients of demineralized bone matrix
(DBM), and with or without hyaluronic acid. The incorpo-
ration of more than one mineral will provide a range of
dissolution rates, which will allow for the bone graft to
enhance bone healing in both early and late phases of bone
healing.

These embodiments of the present bone grafts will thus,
be an alternative to the use of autografts and allografts.
These embodiments will also be an alternative to currently
available collagen-based bone grafts because they will have
minerals incorporated, which will have one or more disso-
Iution rates to enhance bone healing in both early and late
stages.

Minerals differing in dissolution rate and/or size can be
used in the present bone grafts. The possible combinations
of minerals in these embodiments will interact with new
bone formation throughout the bone healing process. For
instance, if two or more minerals are chosen, then one
mineral will be active in the early bone healing, and the
second mineral will be active in the later stage of bone
healing. According to alternative embodiments, a third or
more mineral having yet a different dissolution rate and/or
size can be incorporated.

An additional benefit of the present bone grafts in relation
to the different sizes and/or dissolution rates of the minerals,
is that the mineral with the “slow” dissolution rate may also
have a porous structure. This porous structure will help in
the entrapment of growth factors and/or osteoprogenitor
cells, which literature has suggested as being the mechanism
for osteoinduction in calcium phosphate-based materials.

Thus, according to non-limiting example embodiments,
the present invention provides bone grafts that include
collagen type I and at least one, two, or more different types
of minerals, such as calcium phosphates, carbonate apatites,
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and/or calcium carbonates, having different dissolution
properties/rates and/or different sizes than one another, to
enhance bone regeneration throughout the bone healing
phase.

According to non-limiting example embodiments, bone
grafts are provided which include: 20% to 95% by weight
(with respect to the final product) of Collagen Type I and
20% to 95% by weight (with respect to the final product) of
minerals having different dissolution properties and/or sizes
than one another. According to example embodiments, the
minerals may include one or more minerals selected from
calcium phosphates, carbonate apatites, and/or calcium car-
bonates,

According to example embodiments, the collagen Type I
may be from bovine or porcine source and may be obtained
from either skin (dermal) or tendon.

Bone grafts according to these embodiments may further
include at least one further ingredient selected from: 0.2 to
20% by weight hyaluronic acid with respect to the total
weight of the bone graft, acid (such as hydrochloric acid) or
base (such as sodium hydroxide) in an amount necessary to
adjust the pH, which amount may be for example 0.1 to 20%
by weight with respect to the total weight of the bone graft,
and 20% to 95% by weight DBM.

Further provided herein are methods of making the pres-
ent bone grafts that include mixing 20% to 95% by weight
Collagen Type I with one or more minerals having at least
two different dissolution rates or sizes; refrigerating the
mixture for 30 minutes to 5 hours; neutralizing the mixture
until the pH is between 6.5 and 8.5; refrigerating the mixture
for 1 hour to 24 hours; blast chilling the mixture in a freezer
at e.g., —40° C., or at least a temperature of less than —20°
C., for 1 hour up to 24 hours; freeze drying the mixture for
24 to 72 hours to form a mixture; physically or chemically
cross-linking the mixture; and freeze drying the mixture.
The method may further include stamping or cutting out the
mixture to desired dimensions.

According to non-limiting example embodiments, pro-
vided herein are methods of making the present bone grafts
that include mixing 20% to 95% by weight Collagen Type
1 with 0.2 to 20% by weight hyaluronic acid until a desired
consistency is reached and obtaining a desired pH of the
mixture; refrigerating the mixture for 20 to 72 hours; further
mixing to form a homogenous collagen mixture; weighing
out at least one of mineral and demineralized bone matrix
(an optional extra ingredient); mixing the mineral and
optionally DBM with the collagen mixture; refrigerating the
mixture for 30 minutes to 5 hours; neutralizing the mixture
(e.g., with HC1 or NaOH) until the pH is between 6.5 and
8.5; pouring the mixture into a tray; refrigerating the mixture
for 1 hour to 24 hours; blast chilling the mixture in a freezer
at a temperature of less than or equal to -20° C. for 1 hour
up to 24 hours; freeze drying the mixture for 24 to 72 hours
to form a mixture; physically or chemically cross-linking the
mixture; freeze drying the mixture; and stamping or cutting
out the mixture to desired dimensions.

The mineral of these embodiments may include for
example, one or more of the following: beta-tricalcium
phosphate (size ranging from 75 nm to 500 um), carbonate
apatite (size ranging from 75 nm to 500 um), and calcium
carbonate (size ranging from 75 nm to 500 pm). Thus,
example embodiments include collagen Type I and one or
more different types of minerals, and/or one or more sizes.

According to example embodiments, the total weight
percent of mineral in the bone graft is from 20% to 95% by
weight with respect to the total weight of the bone graft.
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According to non-limiting example embodiments, the
total weight percent of DBM in the bone graft may be from
20% to 95% by weight with respect to the total weight of the
bone graft.

Non-limiting example methods according to the present
invention are depicted for example, in the flow chart of FIG.
1. As shown in FIG. 1, in example embodiments, collagen is
first mixed with HCI. As indicated above, these ingredients
may be mixed until a desired consistency is reached.
Although not specifically set forth in the flow chart of FIG.
1, a desired pH of the mixture may then be reached. The
mixture may then be refrigerated and allowed to swell for up
to 20 hours. According to these embodiments, an optional
ingredient of DBM is added and the mixture is mixed/
homogenized e.g., by mixing in a shear mixer at a speed of
1000 rpm for about 5 minutes. The mineral component is
then added to the mixture and again mixed. The mixing may
be again be achieved, e.g., by mixing in a shear mixer, e.g.,
at 500 rpm for 2 minutes. The mixture in these embodiments
may then be frozen at a temperature of —40° C. for 12 hours;
and the mixture may be freeze dried e.g., for 48 hours.
Methods of Use

Also provided herein are methods that include inserting
any of the present bone grafts into a mammal in need of the
bone graft. By way of example, the present bone grafts may
be inserted into or administered to a mammal by surgically
inserting one or more of the present bone grafts into a
mammal, such as a mammal, in need thereof. The bone
grafts may be inserted or administered for example by
themselves e.g., in the form of a strip, putty, gel and/or
sponge, or the bone graft may be available in conjunction
with an implant, such as being incorporated therein or
thereon (e.g., as a coating). The bone grafts may be inserted
in an effective amount, as can be determined by a physician
taking into account the need for the bone graft, the type of
bone graft, and the patient.

As previously indicated, the subject/patient may be a
mammal (as well as other animals), and the mammal may be
(but does not have to be) human.

Embodiments of the present invention may include mold-
able and shapeable putty compositions that may be used for
example to fill bone defects. Thus, according to example
embodiments the present bone grafts may be for example in
the form of a putty or other semi-solid or solid form,
including, but not limited to, strip, putty, gel or sponge.
Implants

Yet further example embodiments are directed to implants
or other devices or products that include one more of the
bone grafts provided herein, incorporated into, or on the
implant, or otherwise used with the product or implant. For
example, the present bone graft substitutes may be used as
a graft within or inside an implant. By way of non-limiting
example, bone grafts may be used in conjunction with
interbody spacers for treatment of compression fractures.

Surgical implants and compositions should be biocom-
patible to successfully perform their intended function.
Biocompatibility may be defined as the characteristic of an
implant or composition acting in such a way as to allow its
therapeutic function to be manifested without secondary
adverse affects such as toxicity, foreign body reaction or
cellular disruption. To help avoid adverse reaction, example
bone grafts may be prepared in sterile environments and
formulations for implantation into a mammal.

Kits

Yet further embodiments are directed to kits that include
one or more of the present bone grafts or one or more
components or ingredients thereof.
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Example kits may include for example, any of the present
bone grafts, along with instructions and/or at least one
additional component (such as devices, implants, tools) that
may be used for example in the storage, preparation or use
of the bone graft substitutes. By way of example, the kit
components may be used to assist in adding the bone graft
to a device or implant, or to assist in inserting the bone graft
into a mammal. Further non-limiting examples may include
one or more of the present bone grafts and instructions for
the preparation of the bone graft, instructions for the use of
the bone graft, a tool for insertion of the bone graft into a
mammal, a tool or vehicle for hydration of a dry form of the
bone graft, and/or an implant to be inserted into the mammal
with the bone graft. For example, the bone graft may be
provided in a syringe for reconstitution and/or administra-
tion to a mammal/patient. According to example embodi-
ments, products may be provided in a syringe with an
attachment to deliver product in a minimally invasive man-
ner. Other possible ingredients in kits may include disposal
implements or treatment literature.

Yet further non-limiting examples may include one or
more ingredients of the present bone grafts, which may be
combined, mixed or treated to prepare the present bone
grafts. By way of example, the present kits may include
collagen Type 1, one or more minerals, and/or other required
or optional ingredients of the present bone grafts, which may
be combined, mixed or treated in order to form the present
bone grafts. Further provided may be instructions for prepa-
ration of one or more of the present bone grafts and/or one
or more tools, devices, implants, and/or other components to
assist in making or using the present bone grafts.

The following examples are provided to further illustrate
various non-limiting embodiments and techniques. It should
be understood, however, that these examples are meant to be
illustrative and do not limit the scope of the claims. As
would be apparent to skilled artisans, many variations and
modifications are intended to be encompassed within the
spirit and scope of the invention.

EXAMPLES
Example 1

According to non-limiting example embodiments, bone
grafts are prepared which include collagen type I and one or
more different types of mineral, having one or more different
rates of dissolution and/or having one or more sizes. The
method includes the following:

(1) collagen type I from bovine or porcine source is
obtained from either skin (dermal) or tendon.

(2) 20% to 95% Collagen Type 1 (by weight) is mixed
with hyaluronic acid (0.2 to 20% by weight) and mixed in
a beaker until the desired consistency is reached. Acid (such
as HCI) or a base (such as NaOH) can be added to the
mixture until a homogenous mixture and desired pH is
produced. The pH of the mixture can be for example,
between 2.0 and 6.0. (3) Cover mixture and place into
refrigerator for 20 to 72 hours.

(4) After refrigerating the mixture (step 3) use a shear
mixture to further mix to fully combine into a homogenous
mixture

(5) Weigh out mineral(s) (such as calcium phosphate,
carbonate apatite, and/or calcium carbonate) and/or demin-
eralized bone matrix

a) Mineral can include for example, any of the following:

in combination or alone:
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Beta-tricalcium phosphate (size ranging from 75 nm to
500 pm),
carbonate apatite (size ranging from 75 nm to 500 pm),
and
calcium carbonate (size ranging from 75 nm to 500
pm).
b) The total weight percent of minerals in the bone graft
can range from 20% to 95%
¢) The total weight percent of DBM in the bone graft can
range from 20% to 95%.

(6) Add mineral(s) to the collagen mixture or vice versa.
The mixture can be with or without hyaluronic acid.

(7) Mix using a shear mixer.

(8) Place mixture in a refrigerator for 30 minutes to 5
hours.

(9) Remove the mixture from refrigerator.

(10) Neutralize mixture with an acid such as HCl or with
a base such as NaOH until the pH is between 6.5 and 8.5.

(11) Pour the mixture into a tray; the tray material can be
metal or polymer-based.

(12) The mixture, once in the tray, can be spread using a
metal sheet press.

(13) Cover mixture and place into refrigerator for 1 hour
to 24 hours.

(14) Blast chill mixture in the freezer at -40° C. (or at
least a temperature of less than -20° C.) for 1 hour up to 24
hours.

(15) Freeze dry mixture for 24 to 72 hours to form a “dried
pad” mixture.

(16) Take dried pad mixture and cross link; either chemi-
cal or physical methods of cross linking may be used.

(17) Rinse the pad if used a chemical cross linking
method.

(18) Freeze dry.

(19) Stamp/cut out to desired dimensions.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been
described with reference to specific embodiments thereof. It
will, however, be evident that various modifications and
changes may be made thereto without departing from the
broader spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, it is
intended that such changes and modifications fall within the
scope of the present invention as defined by the claims
appended hereto. The specification and drawings are,
accordingly, to be regarded in an illustrative rather than
restrictive sense.

We claim:

1. A method of making a bone graft, the method com-
prising:

mixing 20% to 95% by weight collagen type I with at least

one mineral to form a mixture;

refrigerating the mixture for 30 minutes to 5 hours to form

a cooled mixture;
neutralizing the cooled mixture to a pH between 6.5 and
8.5 to form a neutralized mixture;

refrigerating the neutralized mixture for 1 hour to 24

hours to form a cooled, neutralized mixture;

blast chilling the cooled, neutralized mixture at a tem-

perature below -20° C. for 1 hour up to 24 hours to
form a blast chilled mixture;

freeze drying the blast chilled mixture for 24 to 72 hours

to form a dried pad mixture;

physically or chemically cross-linking the dried pad mix-

ture to form a cross-linked mixture; and

freeze drying the cross-linked mixture to obtain the bone

graft,

the bone graft comprising 20% to 95% by weight with

respect to total weight of the bone graft, of the collagen
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8
type 1, and 20% to 95% by weight with respect to the
total weight of the bone graft, of the at least one
mineral, wherein the at least one mineral has two or
more different dissolution rates, thereby allowing the
bone graft to enhance bone healing in both early and
late phases of the bone healing.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the neutralizing is
achieved by adding HC1 or NaOH to the cooled mixture.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one mineral
comprises at least one mineral selected from the group
consisting of beta-tricalcium phosphate having a size rang-
ing from 75 nm to 500 pum, carbonate apatite having a size
ranging from 75 nm to 500 um, and calcium carbonate
having a size ranging from 75 nm to 500 um.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of mixing the
collagen type 1 with the at least one mineral comprises
mixing the collagen type I and the at least one mineral with
20% to 95% by weight of demineralized bone matrix (DBM)
with respect to the total weight of the bone graft.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein that at least one
mineral mixed with the collagen type I includes a first
mineral having a first dissolution profile and a second
mineral having a second dissolution profile, wherein the first
dissolution profile is different from the second dissolution
profile in order to provide for two or more different disso-
lution rates.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the first dissolution
profile is slower than the second dissolution profile.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein one of the first mineral
or the second mineral has a porous structure.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein before mixing the
collagen type I with the at least one mineral, the collagen is
mixed with 0.2 to 20% by weight of hyaluronic acid with
respect to the total weight of the bone graft, and optionally,
an additional acid or base in an amount of 0.1 to 20% by
weight.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the collagen type I is
from a bovine or porcine source and is obtained from
dermal, tendon, or both.

10. A method of making a bone graft, the method com-
prising:

mixing 20% to 95% by weight collagen type 1 with

respect to total weight of the bone graft, with 0.2 to
20% by weight hyaluronic acid to form a mixture until
a desired consistency is reached and a desired pH of the
mixture is obtained;

refrigerating the mixture for 20 to 72 hours to form a

swelled mixture;

further mixing the swelled mixture to form a homogenous

collagen mixture;

weighing out at least one mineral and demineralized bone

matrix (DBM);

mixing the at least one mineral and DBM with the

homogenous collagen mixture to form a mineral-con-
taining collagen mixture;

refrigerating the mineral-containing collagen mixture for

30 minutes to 5 hours to form a cooled mixture;
neutralizing the cooled mixture to a pH between 6.5 and
8.5 to form a neutralized mixture;

refrigerating the neutralized mixture for 1 hour to 24

hours to form a cooled, neutralized mixture;

blast chilling the cooled, neutralized mixture in a freezer

at —20° C. or below for 1 hour up to 24 hours to form
a blast chilled mixture;

freeze drying the blast chilled mixture for 24 to 72 hours

to form a dried pad mixture;
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physically or chemically cross-linking the dried pad mix-
ture to form a cross-linked mixture; and
freeze drying the cross-linked mixture to obtain the bone
graft.
11. The method of claim 10, further comprising stamping
or cutting out the bone graft to desired dimensions.
12. The method of claim 10, wherein the total weight
percent of DBM in the bone graft is from 20% to 95%.
13. A method of making a bone graft, the method com-
prising:
mixing collagen type 1 with hyaluronic acid to form a
mixture;
refrigerating the mixture for 20 to 72 hours to form a
swelled mixture;
mixing the swelled mixture to form a homogenous col-
lagen mixture;
adding a first mineral having a first dissolution profile and
a second mineral having a second dissolution profile
and mixing with the homogenous collagen mixture to
form a mineral-containing collagen mixture, wherein
the first dissolution profile is different from the second
dissolution profile;
refrigerating the mineral-containing collagen mixture for
30 minutes to 5 hours to form a cooled mixture;
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neutralizing the cooled mixture to a pH between 6.5 and
8.5 to form a neutralized mixture;

refrigerating the neutralized mixture for 1 hour to 24

hours to form a cooled, neutralized mixture;

blast chilling the cooled, neutralized mixture in a freezer

at —20° C. or below for 1 hour up to 24 hours to form
a blast chilled mixture;

freeze drying the blast chilled mixture for 24 to 72 hours

to form a dried pad mixture;

physically or chemically cross-linking the dried pad mix-

ture to form a cross-linked mixture; and

freeze drying the cross-linked mixture to obtain the bone

graft.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the first dissolution
profile is slower than the second dissolution profile.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first mineral with
the first dissolution profile has a porous structure.

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising adding
demineralized bone matrix (DBM) with the first and second
minerals when forming the mineral-containing collagen
mixture.



